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CBEAT BHITALVS STEP INTO SO-
CIALISM.

Lloyd-Georgo's promlse upon the
hustings has been fulfllled, and Mr-
AsqUlth's budget lncludes n provlslon
for general old-age pensions. No pro-
posal could better lllustrate the pre¬
sent power of the worklngman In

Brltish polltics. Its aim is frankly
polltical. and It requlres no contrlbu-
¦-lon from its heneflclarles. It will. ot

course, go through Parliament wlth
little or no opposltion'. The Laborltes
are for it. as a falr beglnnlng, to a

man. The Conservatlves have long
been commltted to the princlnle it

embodles, and they would hardly rlsk

antagonlzlng lahnr nt thls juncture of

affairs, in any case.

Relatively speaklng. it Is a mild pel-
let wltli which the Llheral govern¬
ment begins its treatment of the work-

-ngrnan. Every worthy person over

seventy years of age whose Income Is
less than $ir,0 a year ls to recelve a

free penslon of $65 a year. Mr. Asquith
estimates the number of such persons
at approximately 500,000, and conse¬

quently flxes tha total cost of hls pro¬
vlslon at some $30,000,000. A budget
surplus of $21,505,000. whlch he has

cleverly managed without Increase of
taxatlon, wlll thus nearly provlde' for
the pensions next year. How the
necessary fund ls to be raised under

less skilful flnancing does not yet ap¬

pear.
As a polltical move, an old-age pen¬

sions bill. whlch has been on the hori-
zon for many years. is beyond criti¬
clsm. As committing England defln
ltely to the most vltal of soclalistic
prlnciples. lt wlll meyltably arouse

the greatest apprelienslon. Thls ls a

rrustard-seed from which tall trees
grow quickly. Mr. Asquith asks
.no financial co-operation from the
classes to whom hls measure applles,
though the model German system ln-
sists upon that. This ls the ground on

whleh wise and experlenced soclal
workers, such as those now assembled
for conferenee ln this clty, have ex¬

pressed themselves as wholly oppos¬
ed to the Asquith blll. Why should
the verj" poor practlce the thrift which
might Insure them an additional stipend
Jn old age, if the government ls golng
to give lt to them for nothing? Fur¬
ther, why should seventy be made the
mlnimum age of ellgibility?' The late
Trade Union Congress declared for
unlversal penBlons at slxty, and a

Laborite candldate for Parliament re¬

cently named forty-five as the age at
whlch men woro entltled to aid from
the state. How long wlll lt be before
dc-rnands llke these grow too strong
to be reslsted?

THE APPI.E IXDCSTBY OF VIBGIXIA.
The tweiTthanftual report of the Vir¬

ginia State Hor.tlcultural Sociely, whlch
has Just boen recelved, is a most en¬

couraging exhibit of the possibilittes
of further development along the cul-
tlvatlon of fruits and vegetables. Per¬
haps the most Interestlng paper read
before the society was that of Dr. Em¬
erson, ot New Y'ork, on the relatlve
rahk of Vlrglnla as an agrlcultural
Btate. In the course of hls report Dr.
Emerson showed that the rank of Vlr¬
glnla was as follows:
That of forty-three wheat States Vir-

flnla ranks twenty-flrst ln total yield
and thirty-third in average yield pei
acre.
Of forty-elght corn States Virginia

ranks twenty.first in total yield and
thlrty-elghth ln average bushels pei
acre.

Of forty-nlne hay States Vlrglnla
ranks twenty-eighth ln total yield; av¬
erage tons per acre, fortloth.
Of twenty-five tobacco Statfs, In to¬

tal yield Virginia ranks third; in out¬
put and in average pounds per acre
nlneteenth.
From the eonsus of 1000, no frult oi

vegetable* statistics tor 1906 belng ob
tainable, we learn tliat in apple tree:
Virginia ig- seventh, and in bushels o

frult raised, fourth; for peach tree;
i Vlrglnla ranks twenty-flrst, nnd ii
bushels of fruit seventh; for pear troe

jyirglnia ranks elghtcenth. and ln bush
l-li of frult fourteenth; for grupe vinet
elghteenth, and in valua of frult ralser!
.jeventeenth. In evaporated fruits Vir
ginia ranks slxth: ln barrels of clde
produced she ranks elghteenth; ln a!
orchard fruits Vlrglnla ranks teiul
and.'in value of vegetables, slxth.
As Dr. Emerson polnts out, this

stati«Hcs show that Vlrglnla is hlgh n

ln the front among tha frult and vog<
Uble produclng States, whilo in tl
ipro,4uctlon of cereals, hay and tobac<
,»he is about tho middle. In polnt
average productlon per acre lt must 1

Jregr-tfuJly admltted that Vlrglnla
near tlic foot. Thls is not unexpecte
for Virginia, desiiito her wonderful
dlverslfied cllmate, cannot hope
successfully coptpete wlth thc pral.r
farms of tlio Centrnl w.-st.' sho ca

however, wltli proper methods und s

locted seeds, produce as much ngt
cultural wealth per caplta, us nny Sta

+'in tbe Unlon. and uo Xield &gj*ears um

attrnellve than tho development of
hortlculturo.

Vlrglnln In wlthln twenty-four hours
by rall of nr,.non.ftoo people, ono-thlnl
of whom nre clty-dwellers. Thls popu¬
lation l» annually consurnlng more nud
moro frult, nnd tho success ochtevod
by Orogon nnd Washlngton In shlpplng
npplcs as far east as Now York and
Phlladelphla. Is not an Indlcatlon, but
a convincing proof of the great nnd
prosperous business that Ilos roady to

Vlrglnla'fl hand. According to Dr.

Emcrson, wlth modern methods Vlr¬
ginia can excel New Y'ork ln quantity
nnd eriual Oregon In the benuty of her
frults. It Is. therefore, most tncourag-

Ing to flnd what intelllgent nnd sue¬

cessful work ls belng dono by tbe Vlr¬

ginia State Ilortlciilturnl Socloty. the
members of whlch are, by thelr cx-

amplo and teaching, spreading thc.

knowledge of how to utllize to the best

ndvantago the natural fltnoss of thls

Stato as one of the great frult pro¬

duclng soctlons of thls contlnent.

WASHING AWAY OUR WEALTH.
In Tuesday's Tlmes-Dlspatch appear

ed a powerful conflrmation of the

oft-repeated statement that wlthout
forest protection our agrlcultural
welfaro would be menaced, If not de¬

stroyed. According to tbo report
of the Unlted Stntes Geologlcal Sur¬

vey, James Rlvor, llke tho Mlssisslppl,
or perhaps most of all llke ths

Yellow Rlver of China, ls boing
made a great channel for sweeping out
to sea the most valuable agrlcultural
irigredlents ln our soll.
When forests are abundant and when

cultivatlon ls so malntalned that gul-
ley-washod hlllsldes are a rarlty, lf
not an lmposslblllty, the lonm and rlch
soll of the surface of the land can be
rotained, but- when the hlllsldes are

bare aud nothing impedes the down¬
ward rush of wlnter ralns or meltlng
snows enormous amounts of arable
lands are swept Into the streams and
rlvers and lrretrlevably lost to tha
State.

Virginia- is unusually blessod in the
rapld growth of yellow plne, whlch,
without assistance from human culti¬
vatlon, is ravlshlng many a denuded
hillside, but ft would be the part of
wlsdom for man to asslst the process of
nature. and by careful dralnage, culti¬
vatlon and conservlng the growing for¬
ests to preserve for the CommonwoalTii
much soll that would otherwlse be
absolutely lost.

HELP THE PLAYGROUNDS, EVERY¬
BODY.

To-day the Federatl6n of Mothers'
Clubs wlll put on sala throughout
Richmond little flags, as a means of
ralsing money for playgrounds. The
Tlmes-Dlspatch has frequently urged
upon lts readers the advantage and
the nocesslty of equlpping playgrounds
for tho children of this clty. The fun-
damentttl argument for playgrounds ls
tliat by thls means children may be
made healthy and happy and kept out
of mischlc-f.
As a matter of fact. to achleve theso

ends costs far less than the reforma-
torles and the police and the mlsery
whlch results from allowlng children
to grow up unhealthy, unhappy and
undirected. But even lf the cost was

.reater. even lf the problem was from
a material standpoint a question of
dollars and cents, the playground Is one

of the best and most satisfactory ln-
vestments that a clty can posslbly
make. We hope that the publlc wlll
respond llberally and heartlly to the
efforts of the Federatlon of Mothers'
Clubs to do by lndlvidual Inltiative
what should be largely the work of tho
clty.

JUVENILE COURT FOR RICHMOND.
Thls afternoon at 5 o'clock, in Room

22, Murphy's Hotel, wlll be held a meet¬

ing to discuss the Juvenlle Court. Thls
conference has great posslbilltles for
Rlchmond. We do not belleve that the
boys uf this town are as bad, and they
certalnly are not exposed to as bad In¬
fluences, as In some other cltles. But
the boys are bad enough to get into
court, and when thoy do they are boy-
ish enough to respond to exactly the
samo sort of treatment whlch has
proved so marvelously helpful to youth
ful dollnquents in other cltles. It Rich¬
mond recelves nothing else from the
Natlonal Conference of Charltles and
Correctlon than a Juvenlle Court, that

meetlng will have effected a most pro-
foundly benetlcial lmprovement for

Rlchmond. All who are interested ln

thls movement should attend the meet¬

ing to bc held thls afternoon, and lond
thelr support and suggestions to thla

important work.

"Wyoming," says the Washlngton
Post, "lias not a single street car line."
We supposo that when Wyomlngers
¦feel-an Irreslstible lmpulse to strap-
liang, they havo to broncho lt over to
Denver.

Investlgatlons conducted in Rich¬
mond show thai ono standard-slau
Merry Widow contains enough stvaw
to inake 131 men's llds of the 1908

f model, Wllllnm H. Taft slzo.

Two carloads of Johnson buttons
have just been turned out from tho
factory. Wlth a dozen carloads more
or so, these wlll do nicely to start
off the fun in 1013.

Nearly 15,000,000 has beon stolen by
trusted employes of Pittsburg banks
in the last three years. Your Pitts¬
burg man seldom cashlers for hls
health.

Probably that Boston contemporary
would adinii tlint, apart from bc-lng "a
batiered and bankrupt old rake." Holle
de Sagan is a pretty decent llttle feL
low.

Tlie more ardent admli-era of thfl
amazing Richmond ballteam ara al¬
ready trylng to declde juat where wo
shall hang ihe pennant.

Lewis Emory, Jr., accoi"dln£ to the
dlspatches, has "deserted Knox." Un¬
der the clrcumstances, Lewis naturally
looks llko ijuitn a crowd.

Is

d,
ly
to

lt migiit hnve boen worse, SupposerviJohann Uocji hnd formed a co.
e- pai'tnershlp wlth Mrs. Gulnness
i-

Mr, Moiitgiiiiiory's frlends appear to
think ti.m lt |3 .ls jnlnfortmie audrij,Lwu, feiii dclauU.

AT LAST.
THOUOII shlftlng sensorl- sllp and

start,
And now oh come, and notv

hack ."Unk,
'Tis plain we've como Into tho heart
Of Sprlnk.

'Tis plain: for yesterdny the sun
Grew hot as solar calor can,

Till ns one man tlio world begun
To fan.

Up flew tho casements to tho skles,
Out leaned hot heads and gaBpltig

breasts,
Off camo tho collars, coats and ties
And vests.

Some laughod: "Well, Ihls Is shonuf
Btuff!"

Soi..e moaned: "O for n snow or two!"
And low kinds Joked: "Is't hot enough
For you?"

I
Ah, yes! The hot times come thls May
Beyond a maybe or porhaps,

And though e'en yet lt may have a
Kclapse-

break,
Still, NOW hns come tlie time to doff

Mv sanctlon now havo all to tnke
'Em off. H. S. H,

MERELY JOK1NO.

A Tnrl-t.
"I Jump up nnd down when I'm frlght-

-nod," declared tho New York glrl.
"I can Imaglne your jumplng *ip," re-

ipcnded the Boston damsol. "but I thlnk tlie
Inw of gravltatlon muat bo reaponslblo for
tlie alternntlng descents.".Wnahington Iler-
ild.

Spolllnjr Iho I-'iin.
"But, Mlchael, can't you possibly manago

Iq llvn wlth your wlfe wlthout nghtlng?"
"Well. no, mum. I can't.not 'applly.".London Opinion.

ilie ltnrrl-T.onklnjr Woman.
She: "Slr. I understand you sald I had

l.ird features."
He (suavely): "I plead gullty to saylng

ifiii had a marble brow, nrched eyebrows,
sj'aa llke. dlamonds and llpa llke rubles.".
'.'liirsgo Journal.

Uie Idlofs Joke.
"Summer," remarked tha Cheerrul Idlot.¦ls tlie prlde of all the aeasons."
"How do you figure that out?" asked tlie

3ftnse Person.
"It goes before a fall," explalned the C.wlth an open-faced grln..Chlcago News.

Vnd No Charge, Elther.
"What business la Mlss Gaddle In?"
"Oh. she'g ln everybody's buslnesa."
"Wholesale. eh?"
"Ve«. except when it comes to a blt of

icandal; she retalls that.".Tha CatholicStandard and Times.

Jrldal Fads and Fancies.
"You haven't half smoked that clgar. A

lt-wly-marrled man ahould not be so waste-iil."
"I leave the butts long to ple_*e my wlfe=hc llkes to loop >m wlth ribbons and hang

cm aboat the flat.".Washington Herald.

ddftins Klrks.
The. street car company had concluded t0.alse fares.
"We're tired of hearlng people klck about

icing Jammed In our cars," explalned a dl-
.cctor.
"Just as many people wlll rlde."
"O'ortalnly, but they wlll have a new

tick.".Philadelphla Ledger.
-. .

BOOS FROM THE GALLERY.

COLONEL FRANK ADAMS Is herewlth
Informed tliat ln nlne days the unlon
wlll expect hls report on "The Influ-

mces or th* Cltltenshlp of John Temple
Jiaves Upon the Clvle, Rellglous, Soclal, Pro-
'esslonal and Phllosophlcal Llfe ot New Yoflt
,'lty.".Houston Post.

The Columbla State lncllnes to crltlclze
"the Presldent's Engllsh." The State wlll
ivj careful how lt cvltlclzes hls "Irish." how¬
ever..Waslllngton Herald.

Nobody cares vory much whether Prince
Helle gets her or not. but It does seem as If
Iie ought to bc enjolned froin announclng
for publicatlon that it"s a love match..Ohlo
State Journal.

Certain of the Senators are once mor-
*mrtoously remlnded, lt seems, that It Is
*iy army and my navy..Indianapolls News.

Newport mlased an olegant opportunity to
"Ivc another monkey dinner while Prince de
s'agan was ln thls country to act as the
.ut-st of honor..Los Angeles Times.

But ir the Senators weren't mad at the
Piesldent. It would bo more of a news ltein.
.Ohlo State Journal.

Whon Judge Gray. of Delaware, sald he
would not run for Presldent he dld not
mean that he would not eontlnue to jog
alcng ln an oasy lope. He merely meant
lhat he dld not propose to get all out of
breath ln a race that seems to havo the
appearance of havlng been tlxed..Kansas
City Stnr.

PERSONAL AND GENERAL.
Senator Bevorldge. of Indlana, has pur¬

chased a flne summer home on the North
Shore, near Manchester-by-the-Sea.
Governor Albert E. Mend, of tho State of

Washlngton, who arrlved in Brooklyn on a
vlsit, stated hls bellef that Presldent Roobc-
velt would not accopt a renomlnatlon.
For tho twelve months onded March 31,

1007, London's consumption of water
amounted to S2,12B.249,317 gallons, repre-
scntlng a daily average supply of thlrty-
llirer gallons a head.

Dr. II. Campbell Thomaon, of England,
has been maklng uso of the clnematograph
ln nervous diseases, taking plctures at the
rate of slxteen to the second, showing the
movements of the patlents.
Tho plan of the proposed Honry Hudson

memorial bridge at Now Tork calls for a
relnforced concrete span of 710 feet and rep-
resents one of ihe boldest englneerlng pro-
jects of the time.
Bricks mado of sand and Ilme and hard¬

ened ln the alr are used largely ln comnvu-
nltles where there ls no clay from whlch
ciay brick, can bo mado, but whero an
nbundanco' bf sand can ha found.
A!together durlng the year 100S there wlll

have bi.en under constructlon buildings di-
loctly oi- tncllrectly eonneeted wlth Prlnceton
Unlverslty ropresontlng an expendlture of
nearly $2,000,000.
Municipal pawnshops have been opened In

Peking for tlio rellef of thc resldents who
hnve been heretofore tha vlctlms ot extor-
ilfiiuta private estubllBhments. Tflie city
charges nre 15 por cent., wlllle they havo
b(-en paying 50.
Rev. Jeromlah C. Moynlhan. a prlest of tho

Itoman Catholic Church; of Chlcago, was 100
yeara old on May 3d. Ha wns born ln
County cork, Ireland, anii ls still ln good
bicltli ancl actlve in church work.
Anton Chrlstian Bnnk, bishop nnd pilmate

ol tho Lutheran Church ot Norway, arrlved
i:i Waslllngton yesterday. Ilo wlll be tho
guest of the Norweglan minlster, and wlll
pay hls respects to the Presldent ono day
next week.
Rev. pr. John L. Nuelaen, professor at

Nast Theologlcal Semlnary, Berea, O., has
boen formally Indorsed for bishop by the
delegates of the Thlrteenth German General
Conferenee dlatrlct to the Methodist Epls-
copui Conferenee ln Baltimore. of whlch
Dr. Nuelaen la chalrman.

Korean Emperor'* Reanurces.
Tlie prlvato resources of the ex-Em-

peror of Korea nro now attractlng
some attentlon. III- Majesty has al¬
ways fioems to pussess a plenltude
of funds for the purpose of olllng the
wheels of his varlous polltical In-
tilgues. nnd thore ha\u been many
vugue surmlses as to the source whence
thls money was ohtalned. It Is now
snld to havo been detlnltely ascertaln-
ed that Hlp Majesty has a large amount
lodged in the Hong Kong ancl Shang-
hal Bank, and a telegram from Seoul
allegos that Botne persons have of late
beon endeavorlng to dlapose of a very
conslderable quantity of the gold ingots
whlch also nre belleved to be the pro¬
porty of the ex-Kniperor..Kansas Clty
.lournnj.

I'lrkwlcUliin PLu*. *

¦ludgo Kenesaw Moiintiiln Laiulls, of
Ctiicagu. wlio last year Imposod n flne
ui' $20,-100,0110 on thu Stnnckird Oll Coin-
I'liny, tlm other day Imposed u flne uf
$13.75 mi iuiother defendant, who hnd
beon convlcted beforo him. Tho $13.75
fine wlll probably Ue colleolcd..
i*frfciLiV.ft.i'1..'-lkl .,T-l'*a-'LAJi-'

STATE PRESS
Cnnvenllnn nnd tlntlgo Rlien.

f
The nii|inlntment of .luclgo Rhna wns mnrii-

l.v nn liiclilent nf (iovetnoi- Hwunsori's iiilinln-
l.itiatloii and tlie work nf the Assembly. To
take up esch of tho Incldmits whlcli havo
ocuuri-ed anil pass upon them seimrnlely
would be nn uiilieard-cif proposition, Why
slnglo out tho conflrmatliiti of Judge niion.
fi-oin tlio many others of enual and greater
imment? Surely nnt slmply to plense those
who saw In that the only act worthy of mcn-
tlon during the pnst few- years. We are fffco
tb say, however, that sliould such a resolu¬
tlon como up ns n spiirldc proposition, It
would receive the Indorsatlun of the conven¬
tion..Bluclistono Coutler.

E»--Governor Tyler.
The Revlew Is pleneert tn note that ex-

OOvarnOr .1. Hoge Tyler hns entored thn con¬
test as a delegate n't lnrge from virginia to
the Natlonal Domocrsflo. Convention, nnd
tbat hft Is nlso wllllng tr, accept thn nomlna¬
tion (or Congress ln the Nlnth Dlstrlet thls
fall on the Democrntlo tlcket, Major Tyler
ls a clean man, a loyal Pemocrnt and h
llrhter who nevor knows when to quit. Hls
admlnlstratlon ns Ooverrior was a credit t"
both himself and the Ktate. und belng a
Ptactlcal huslness mnn he wlll make an Ideal
representative ln Congress..Cllfton Forga
Revlew.
Instruct the Delegate*.
Tho Revlew bolleven In Instructlons whon

lt comes to electlng delegates to political
icnventlons, regardless of whom the Instruc¬
tlons favor, provlded thn Instructlons repre-
icnt tho .vlewB of a majority of tho people.
lf a majority of the Democrats ln Vlrglnln
ire for Mr. Biynn thon ItiRtruct the dole-
tates to vote for hlm. ir for Johnson, then
nslruet for him. No Imnornble man cnn
)b;ect to n proceedlng of thls klnd..pllftonfoige Revlew.

S'o Joke.
If IS sald that Jurige Parker'* frlends are

'seriotisly consldering" the advlsablllty of
noposlng hls name at Denver for the prcsl-lentlal nomlnation. ReealllnK- the voto of
904, we should say that Ihls would bc oven

i moro serious thlng Tor .ludgo Pnrker than
or hls frlends..Harrisonburg News.

>f Course.
Slnco Rlchmond has grown to be blg

'liough and attractlve enough to draw so
nony conventlons, she ought to abjtire pro-ir.elallsm of biagglng about lt. The seat
if two blshnprtes Is falrly entltled to he
r.l!ed a metropolls, anrf it ls not metropoll-
ar. form to treat anythlng as not a matter
'.' course..-Norfolk Vlrglnlan-Fllot.
Ve Get Soine.
According to a bulletln publlsheil yester-l«J hy the Unlted Ptnte* r.eologlcal Survev.'.Jnmes Plvar carrles past Rlchmond everv
ear 1,100,000 tone of mlneral mntter."
tichmond's water-drlnkers and bathers wlll
¦ii Hstonlshed to know that tn much of the
leroslt acts hy them..Norfolk Landmark.

CHARMS AGAINST E3VIL.

'lany Tlint nre I'liiulllnr |n Kasteru
Pennsylvanla.

Wllliam E. Nolfert glves to the'ennsylvaula-German thls 11st of
-harms and lncantatlons, commonly
tnown In that reglon.
To cure snake bitos: Ood hns creat-

>d all thlngs. and they wore good."bon only, serpent. art damned. CurB-
d he thou and thy stlng. Zlng, Zlng,-ing.
To provont accldents: Carry wlth

'ou, sewed to your right sleeve, the
ight eye of a wolf.
Security agalnst mad dogs: Dog.

iold thy nose to the ground. God has
nade me and thoe, hound.
To banlsh the whooplng- cough: Let

be cbtld drink out of a bluo glass
umbler. (Thls dlsease was known as
he "blue cough," and on the principle
if "like oures liko," the chlld drlnks
rom a "blue glass" to be cured of a
blue cough.")
To cure a baldness: Rub the scalp

vlth the hemlspheres of a divided
mlon. (This was a strong charm lf
he vegetable was fresh.)
To cure fits: Tako off the chlld's

hlrt. turnlng It lnslde out whlla do-
ng so, and then burn the garment. .

To destroy warts: Stlck a pln
hrough the wart, and glve away the
.in, when the warts wlll follow the
dn.
To make the best cider vlnegar:

^fter the clder ls put Into the cask,
:all up the names of three of the
.rossest and most sour-tempered old
vomen in the community, and In a
oud volce utter thelr names Into the
ning hole, and Immedlately cork lt up,
md you wlll have the best and strong-
ist vlnegar In the nelghborhood.
A. remedy agalnst slander: if you

.re calumnlated or slandered to your
'ery skin, to your very flesh, to your
'ery bones, east It back upon the false
ongues. Take off your shlrt, and turn
t lnslde Out, and then run your two
humbs along your body under the
lbs, starUng at the plt of the heart,
hence down to the thlghs.
To bring a thlef to confesslon and

nake hlm restore stolen property: Froni
he door slll over whlch the thlef haaipassed lake tlireo splinters ln the
lame of the Trinity. Fasten them to
i wagon wheel removed from thc spln-
31e, and tlirough tho box or hub pro-
lounce the following prayer; "I pray
lice. Thou Holy Trinity. to constraln
he thlef who has stolen my .(name of
:he article stolen) to be stung by re-
norse and return it to Its rightful own-
m\" This done. the wheel was to be re-
olaced by fastening it to tlie wagon,
tyiien It was given three revolutlons,
ind then the stolen goods were ex-
lected to be returned..Hartford
rimes.

Vacant Lots.
Edltor of The Times-Dispatch:
Slr,.One of the dlscouraglng thlngs

in any community whlch confronts the.
indivldual is the frequency of vacant
lots. Evon in the niidst of our well
built up cities thero can be seen un-
useil pieces of land, ornamonted wlth
old tin cans and other rubhlsh, and
even when these are wholly hldden be¬
hind a two-story blllboard the general
effect ls liatdly loss of an eyesore. If
we lnqulre wo flnd that though these
lots aro unused they are not useless.
as ls proved by the fact that many of
our Industrious citizens are anxious to
make use of such lots and are willlng
to pay good round sums for thom. But,
of course. tho reason why these lots
aro not Improved and hundreds anrl
thousands of persons are not glven
eiiiploynient thereon ls slmply because.
the owners are not satlsfied wlth the
prices thus far offered. They know
that increasing population and future
clvic Improvements wlll ralse~the value
of land, nnd wlth the very low taxes
whlch our municipallties aro In the
habit of lovylng upon unusod land lt
pays to keep tbe lots Idle. If wo woro
to Incroaso tho assessments upon va¬
cant land so that the owners would
havo to pay as much as tho holders
of Improved land wlth equal areas tho
community would be a great galner In
two ways. Flrst, thero would bo forc¬
ed into tho market many lots hereto-
foro unusod. thus glvlng a chanco for
butldors and other workers and conso-
quontiy teiullng to ralso wages. Sec-
ondly, tlio Increaso of taxatlon on un¬
used land would make lt -posslble to
lower tho goneral rate ot taxatlon,
and here, ngain, the lndustrles will
feel a substantlal help.

HENRY W. HET_E_.
Moylan, Pa., May 10, 190S.
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Tortolse Shells.
The flnest tortolse shell oomes from

tne Indlan archlpelago, hut a good
quality ls also obtalned on the coast
of Florlda.
Thero ara three rows of plates or

the back of tho tortolse, callod blados
by ftshermeii. ln the central row nre;
flvo plates, and ln each of the otheri
four plates, tho latter eontalnlng thc
bost matoi'lal. Besldos theso there art
twonty-tlvo smull plates round thc
edges of tho sholl, known ns feet oi
nosas. The largest turtlo does noi
furnish more than flfteen pounds oi
shell. The tortolse shell of preseni
day commerco ls made largely fron
the horns of animals..St, Louls Ro-
public.

A Knlaer's Revolver.
Emperor Wllliam II. Is never with

out hls rovolver, uncT he ls oxtremolj
skllfui ln the use of the weapon. I
Is Inspncted nnd freshly primed everj
morning, so ns to muke suro It ls It
poi-foct worklng order. Flrmly con
vlncoil that hu Is going- to dlo by tlu
hand uf an tituirolilst, thls fato havltu
lienii propliesloil for hliu long ngo. lu
ls dotoiinliiiid to mako a stoi'n Ilgli
for lils llfe. nnd tn havo,...at any rnte
tlio satlsfactlon, |f he falla, of Infllot
ing some injury upon Uls assnilaat.-ALoaa.Q« J_ _\ (^. *

Voice of the People
Cntlle U'lru-iuilliH-.

Udltor otVTIie Tlines-Dlspnlch:
Slr,.-I have hoen ln tlie "Free Stato"

of Lunenburg for tho last flve days, and
have become very much liitoicsted In
tho cattlo qunnintlne lu.w, whleh tho
Htato Imi, lald on that good old county
wlth an Iron hand, Not a farmer thnt
l saw during tlio live days 1 was in the
county had ever seen a "Texas tick,"
nor hnd they over heard thnt any man,
woman, or chlld, whlte or black, forelgn
ot nativo born, had ever bunn affocted
by any "lnfocted" cattle of any klnd
whatsiievor. Yet tho State Inw lias
reached out Its hand and prohlblts the
farmers ln thls county/ froni shlpplng
booves, veals, or cattlo of nny klnd out*
nldo Ita terrltory. lt has ulso notlfied
the rallroad an.l express companies and
ull public carrlers not to handle or

curry any of tho above klnd out of
ihe county of Lunenburg.
Why don't some brilllunt lawyer como

out aml declare thls ltiw to be "uncon-
utltiitloiial"? Some of thls class of
lawyers ha-Yo boen very consplcitoun In
declarlng thnt It Is "uneonstltutlonal"
for the State to prohiblt "lnfected"
whiskey belng shlpped by railroad and
express companies aml public carrlers
into territorlea whlch have voted out
the licensed grog shop, whlch has af-
t'ectcd the health of moro citizens of
Vlrglnla ln one dny than has boen af¬
focted by "Texas tlcks" slnco General
K. E. Lee surrendered at Appomattox
Courtjiouse. How long wlll the patrl-
otlc voters of old Vlrglnla allow thls
state of things to i-xlat?

Honest, liard-worklng. home-loving
farmers of Vlrglnla, worklng to mak*
an honest and honorable provlslon for
thelr famllles, prohlblted by law to shlp
thelr fnrm'n product out of thelr coun¬

ty; while tho unscrupulous whiskey
dealer ls allowed by law to rlde over
the expressed wlll of the voters of any
county of Vlrglnla, and plaee thelr "ln¬
fected'* stuff In the hands of moral de-
gr-nerater. to carry on thelr llfe-de-
stroying work In deflance of the vot.-rs
of that place. Why thls dlfferoneo? Is
It Democratic? Who is responslble for
it? Voters of Vlrglnla, Investignto
theso things ancl mako tt "unconstltu-
t loual" for these grog-subsldlzed law¬
makers to return to the leglslatlve halls
of old Vlrglnla. to suppress the honest
provlder of vlrtuous homes, and con-
nlvo wlth the degenerato whiskey ven-

der to destroy the thrift, health. vir¬
tue and life of the homes of our Stnte.

W. T. STONE.
Petersburg, Va.

SAVCE FOR MOTHER GOOSE.

Rcfnrmern In New KeuA Agalnsit TUclr
Ance»tre*m.

It appears thnt nn uncompromlslng
reronuer !n Mnssachusetts has broken|
out In a hot passion against children's
falry tales and proposes to conslgn|
thom to the flames. Sho would burn
"Mother Goose" at the stake because
It ls a pack of Ues and have truth pre-
vali throughout all llterature.
Thls outbreak seems to be unusually

vlolent. but we believe the prlnclples
of tho reformer have beon uplield on
dlvers and sundry occasions hy othor
reformers who are much oppressed by
tho sad thought of the mlsgulded ln-1
nocents. lt is a eurlous notlon, ahout asi
suggestlve of eiillgliteniiient as that
vigorous old reform that had for Its
object the murder of wlches or of pen-
pl-.wJlo wero called witches. For tho
riuostlon is not one of theorizlng. We
are not to bo convlnced by any one's
vlews as to what ought to bc the in-
fluence of the baleful storles when the
world furnlshes us v/lth Innumerabl"
oxamples of thelr utter harmle.ssness
and even of thelr Influence for good.
There ure all about us people of

middle age who took "Mother GOose''
and "Grlmm's Falry Tales" when they
were littlo beyond lnfancy, anci who
then reveled ln "The Arabian Nlghts."
But thoutrh thelr Imaglnatlon waa
stlmulated while they enjoyed the
readlng they dld not come up a gen¬
eration of llars. They are qulte as
rellable ns the reformers ancl are so
llttle coiiHCience-strlcken that they are
almost ready to regret that the Jungle
Books wore not wrltten earller. We
say almost, becau6e though these
dearest proofs of Klpllng's genlus
were lost to thelr youth they can
mako up for that mlsfortune by read¬
lng thom now.
There are poor falry tales, as there

Is poor flctlon of all kinds. and rlght-
eous condemnatlon Is for the bad
workmanship nlone. Or there may ho
a dlfforence of taste whlch Involves
no question of morals. The fancy of
an author appoals to one person and
not to another. But Iie who reads most
may pass up through all the grades
wlthout naving hls veraclty Impalred
In tho slightest degree, while h© leaves
hard, stolid. lying and flfty.seven
other varletles to persons who never
enjoyed a tenth of hls advantages..
Chlcago Tlecord.

TlmnkN for the Y. XV. C. T. II.
Edltor of The Tlmes-Dlspatch:

Slr,.-Wlll you kindly glvo the In¬
closed copy space? G. M. JOBSON.
To tlie Ladies of tho Richmond Young
Woman's Chrlstian Tomperance
Union:
I write to you in behalf of the Vlr¬

glnla Marlners' Friend Society, tliank-
Ing your unlon for Its help and klnd-
ness to our work in sendlng to us ten
barrels of llterature for uso among the
sailors who como into our port, Wo
make lt up Into bundles to glve the
sailors; they very much appreciate lt.
The naval ships liavo such large

crews that we never have enough to
go around. Somo of the naval ships
have from slx to elght hundred men
in tlielr crews. Of course. there ls
nono of thom here at present.
But we havo about 150 merchant

ships to come Into our port every
month, wlth crews ranging from elgh¬
teen to flfty men, and those men are
always hungry for good readlng. In
the work of visiting tho ships ln our
launch wo carry tlie readlng to the
sailors when they cannot get ashore.

I am sure the ladics of the unlon
would bo well repaid lf they could
only see tho apprcciatlon that ls shown
by tho sailors as we go among them
wlth the readlng matter.
Many times hnve I seen a package

of roadlng take the place of a deck of
cards.
Thon ugaln we vlsit the oyster men

on Sunday and glvo them the Gospel
and good readlng matter, I am send¬
lng to your nrcsldcnt somo of our re¬
ports for 1007. which wlll ahow you
how the litornturo is glven out.

Praying the Lord to hloss your ef¬
forts ln thls work of Ills vlnoyard,

Yours ln Chrlst,
JOHN GOLDEN.

Nowport News, Va., Aprll 18. 1908.
mi m.. .. .i....

Dlvlnur for Flali.
'A unlcjue method of flshing is em¬

ployed by natives along the PanlaungRlver.
Two dugout boats are employed,

ahout thlrty feet long. wlth two men
wlth long poles. one In the how, tho
other at the storn puntlng the boat
along. They stretoh a long ropo mado
of hnmboos and plalted grass about a
hundred yards long and welghted
ahout every ten yards wlth blg stones.
Thls thev let down into tlie water,
and tho flsh nre frlghtened toward the
bank. Tho dlvers then jump ln thrao
nt a tlmo, remalnlng down about
twonty seconds.
Thoy carry gaffs about eighteonInches long und flshhooks with oords

attached. When thoy strike a flsh
they let go the gaff and the flsh ls
hauled up In the boat. A hlg flre in
llghted on tho rlver bank, aud the mon
warm themselves boforo lt whon not
cllvlng..R-ngoon Gazotte.

An Well Ho itt Home.
"You jnny say,what you Hke on the

lloor of iho Senate," sald Mr. Garlloul
to Mr. Davls, omphnslzlng the last
phrase. Does thls mean lhat tho habit
of licktng .1 erf Davls ovory time hc
gets gay down town ls to bo adopted
tn Washington as well aa la Arltanaaai
-Courlei'-JpuruH-i-

White Goods at Low Prices
Check Muslln, novernl n\r.a checks;

nn 8 1t3c value, for Be,
Flno Quality Lawn, 40 Inches

wlde; a 12 _c value, for S1-»e,

Flno Flgured Morlrim. tho klnd
that sells for 12'/ic, for 8'Kio.

40-lnch Indla Llnon, worth ISc a

ynrd, for «Mic.
Freneh Lawn, doublo fold; a 25c

value, for I'ifae.

Faulkner & Warriner Co.,
First and Broad Streets.

Labor Conditions in Hawaii
IIV r'HKUUItli; J. HA.NIvI.V

llonoiulu, T. II.
ln Hawall the labor quuBtlun ls over

presuiit, over pafamounl aml rieVer set-
tlud. uno-fourth of the totui popula¬
tion of thu terrltory Is made up of
laborers actually employed tn the cane
rlelds. Of tnubo--moro than one-half
aru Japanese and Chlnese; lu Other
words, non-cltlzon and non-asslnillablo.
Sugar demands cheap labor. Hawall
llvc-a on sugar, und unless it hus a

permanent supply of remarkabiy ciiuap
labor lt faecs ruln. Before annexatlon
to tho Unlted States thc govornincnt
and tho planters, sometlmes actlng
Jolntly und somctimes actlng soparute-
ly, brought ln laborers froni varlous
parts of tlie world under the contract
systom. When the Unlted States flag
permanently floated ovor tlio islands,
und American laws applled to Ha¬
wallan affalrs, contract labor was wlth¬
out the pale ot law.
The leadlng men 'of Hawall then

turned toward Kuropo as a source of
labor supply. It was thought the
south of Europe would furnish hardy
laborers perfectly willlng to work for
wages whlch the planters could af¬
ford. Belng Chrlstlans and Europeans,
they wnuld naturally be ln sympathy
wlth American Instltutlons and Ideals,
nnd would bring forth a second gen-
erntlon of renl Anierlenns. Under the
plan adopted hy the States of Pouth
Carolina and Loulslana, thei plnnters
contrlbuted sums of money to a fund.
nnd by tbe authorlty of the Leglsla-
turo. sent nn agent to Europe. He
succeeded ln obtalnlng two shlplnads
nf Inimlgrants. ono of Portuguese nrtd
ono of Spanlsh. Then fell the blow
from the Federal government nt Wash¬
lngton In the form of n declslon thnt
Immigratlon stlmulalod ln this fashion
was lllegal, and must cease. After-
ward enme tho restrlctlon of Japanoso
Immigratlon. Thus Hawall found It¬
self tn the position of being provent-
ed by elther private or puhlle enter¬
prise from asslstlng Immigratlon. Tt
Is too small and too out of tho way
to nttract voluntary Imi'fv.atlon. ar.d
Its lnbor question ls most acute.

Polltlcs thrlves on condltlons. Tho
Southern Staten of tbe Union. with
practlcully no exceptlon, are suffering
from lack of labor supply. The mlllions
and mlllions of mon and womon who
have come to American shores from
Europe In the past flfty years have all
found homes north of the Mason and
Dlxon line. or west of the Mlsslsslppl.
The Southern States were stagnated
on account of tho devastatlon of tho
war whon the great tlde of immigra¬
tlon began, and it ls only wlthln the
past seven or elght years that the
South hns begun to feel the need of
new white blood. The South ts like
Hawaii ln that it needs thls Immi¬
gratlon, but cannot get lt. While the
North ls clamorlng for ""earutntlnr.s
which wlll place further restrlction
upon the Influx of Immigratlon, the
South Is crying for a rellef from la¬
bor famine.
South Carolina sought to solve the

problom by State-asslsted Immigratlon;
Loulslana trled the same thlng. but
powerful Influences at Washlngton
were able to put a stop to the plan. lf
it were not for the fact thnt thc South¬
ern Stntes and some of tho Paciflc
Coast States were thus suffering from
a shortage of labor supply, the Ha-
wahan situatlon would be qulte hope-
lesB. As It Is, the Hawallan leaders
nre confldent of poollng Interests ln
Congress. Although they have no vote
thev wlll be able to secure some leg¬
islation whlch wlll permlt tho terrl¬
tory. as a public nocesHlty. to bring
about artlflclal Immlgration from
Europe. Even the sugar planters sad-
ly accept the fact tbat the days of
Orlentallsm are past.
The mere question of getting labor¬

ers to come to -*awall is only nalf thc
problem.gettlng them to stay here
has provod equally dlfflcult.
The flrst laborers imported to Ha¬

wall, when the natlve Hawaiian labor-
er was found inadequate, wero 180 Chl¬
nese brought ln ln 1852. durlng tbe
relgn of Kamehameha III. Thcse ta-
borera cost $50 aplece to bring over.

They were pald $3 a month In cash
wages and furnlshed wlth food, lodglng
and clothes, s/hlch cost $4 per month
more. There was no economic dlffer¬
ence between the system of contract
labor, whlch had its oeglnnliu? nt

that time, and actual slavery. Slnce
that day laborers ha/e beon brotttht
to Hawall from Manchurla, Korea.
China, Japan, tho Islands of tho South
Seas. from Korway, Germany, Austrla.
Italy. Russia, Portugal. Spain, Madeira
and the'Azores. while both whltes anil
negroes have been recrulted ln tb'-
Unlted States. Slnce 1852 tho number
of labor lmmlgrants to Hawall

_

reached the enormous total of 1S6,-
000. or 25.000 more than the total pop¬
ulation of the terrltory at thls tlme.
What has become of thom? Some have
died, Of course, but tho immig.':i'it olisu
Is usually sturdy nnd the records show
that the birth rate has been such as

to practlcally offset tho deaths. Still
there are 91,000 not accounted for.
These flgures whon analyzed mean

that one-half of the laborers brought
to the terrltory go awny.
Over 125.000 Japaneso have come to

Hawall. but nearly half ot thom ma.de
lt a stepplng stono to go on to tne

Unlted States. Before contrnct labor
was abolished it used to cost tho Plan-
ter, In the matter of steamship 1*.*;
an average of $75 for a Chlnese. .$65
for a Japanese, $112 for a Fovtugnoso
and $130 for a Norwoglan. As tno

Europeans always camo ln large faml¬

lies, and as the Japanese usually come

singly. it was much cheaper to bring
in Japanese. Aftor tho days of con¬

tract lnbor, whon tho Japanovo wmv

on thelr own accord the steamer fare
dropped as low as $30. In tlie fUe

years prlor to 1S86 the HawaHap
monarchy expended over H.000.000,
and the planters almost as much moio,

fn lmportlng laborers. Flve *Wpm«nts
of Portuguese cost par caplU **>«, ol
which the government pald $52.41, and
the pianter $37.04. As there wore ao

many women and children. Itoost for
each adult male laborer $366.15. In

aU, Hawall has expended betwqon $?,-
000,000 and $10,000,000 ln paying foi
the transportatlon of laborers whlch
it has induced to come to lts shor«.
One-half of theso havo loft the Islands
and only about one-fifth ot them are

now worklng in tlie flclds.
The reasons for the mlgratory hablte

of these laborers aro many antl com-

plex. but perhaps the prlnolpal one

s that, wlth few exceptlons, the most
of them can, wlthout inoonvenlenoe
nack thelr grlps and mova at an hour t

notloe to any quavter of the world
and be just as much at homo where
they go as where they came from. The
great majority of the laborers Ilve Ir
quarters or ln barracks. Those bulld-
Ingn ave sanitary and reasonably clean
hut so small that there can be llttle
privacy between memliors of tbo fam-
liy, and ao closo togothor tliat tliorc
ls hut small sopnratlon from nolgh-
bors. They nro ao crowded that sani¬
tary clrcumstances nrovent keapinp
chlekens or plgs, whllo n cow or p

horse ls an*Imposslbie luxury, evei

though the houseliolder /bas nioans tc

/. Tha _Un_in_ m»», at tUwall raalize

that sonictliliiK must bo done. whicli
vill make thu llto of tho agrlcultural
laborer iu the Islands so attinctlve uiiij
au Iiuiiii'ilki- thnt he wlll he content
lo stay nnd rnlBo hls tnmlly on the
plantntlon, thus btiilillng up a perma¬
nent home labor supply. Mr. Lorrln A.
Thurston, lu dlscun»iiij- thls i|iiestlon,
sald:

"The remedy wlll be found ln doml-
clllng the employe. liy domlclling hlm
l mean giving or selling hlm, at a
price wlthln hls reach, a plece of land
On whlch he can crcate a home; on
whlch he can ralBc frult and vegetables
for lils own use, maintaln a tew do¬
mestlc fowls and nnliniils, iiud ln con¬
nectlon wlth whlch Ita can gather
around hlm a few luxurles and conven¬
lences such cs are not and cannot
hn accuinulated and' protected ln a
plantatlon camp. Ilo should have a
homo to whlch hc can retreat and ho
hls own master; a place wbure he can
live nnd Where hls, famlly can live
withoul belng subject to the posslbll¬
lty of dlspossesslon wlthout a day's
notlce; a place where he can feel that
he Is an Individual and not a com-
ponent part of a gang; a place where
hc can be nn Independent man, Instead
of a dependent hlrellng, subject ab¬
solutely to the orders of another.

"It may be clalmed that thls home
iiiRtinct does not cxlsl among the class
of people who constltute our planta¬
tlon laborers. Thls Is undoubtedly true
of some of them. The unmarrled Chl¬
nese laborer seonis to prefer to work
and live ln a crowd. and, with excep-
tions, does not do otherwlse when he
becomes hls own mnhter. There nre
undoubtedly many others of varlou*
natlonalltlea who hnve become liabi-
ttiated by long usago to contentment
wlth present conditions. But even
amoiiK these more room ls apprcclated,
Thls is ovldonced by tbe fact that lf
100 lahorers are removed from a plan-
tatlon camp doslgned for 200, It wlll
ibe a matter of only a few days be-
!fore the romalntng l'oo wlll, If per-
imlttod. sprend themselves out over the
entlre camp to secure more room and
prlvacy.
"Bul there are thousands of other

cases In which. to a greater or less
degree, the home Instlnct and all the
Incldental deslre* and feellngs eon¬
neeted therewlth are pos.essed by
plantatlon laborers as fully and com¬
pletely as by members of the commu¬
nlty who Ptand hlgher In the soclal
scale. Take the Portuguese for ex¬
ample. There ls not, to my knowl-
iedge. a Portuguese t-n-ment liouse ir.
|the terrltory. They have hundreds of
llttle Individual homes. costlng from

ij^Ort to J1.000 each. whlch they have
bullt wlth their own money. Wherever
on the plantatlons. thore are detached
houses wlth ground around them, the
Portuguese are eager appllcants for
them.
'There has been, perhaps. more op-

;portunlty for development ancl exhlhi-
jtion of these tendencles among the
Portuguese and Germans. because the
jmigiatlon of those two natlonalttles
to Hawali has conslsted excluslvely of
famllles, Instead of an overwhelmlng
proportlon of male adults. Moreover,
these natiorialltles havo no Intentlon
of returnlng- to tlielr old homes. They
have permanently expatriated them¬
selves and wlll never have any homet
except those whlch they make anew
for themselves. They also belong tc
races whlch for gencrations have been
mlgratlng all over the world, Eml*
gratlon and permanent settlement
abroad ls thorofore a common thought
to them.
"The Hawalian territory Is not the

only place where the labor question
lias been a vital Issue. Cuba was ir.
a llke dllemma, whon. ln 1S86, slavery
was finally abollshed. The plantatlon
system had flourlshed thero for gen-
eratlons. When tho slaves were cet
free they would not work for small
wages. and were too uncertaln and
laasy to earn hlgh ones. Thoy showed n
disposltlon to wander and to become
jrresponslble vagrants. Destruction
stared the planters ln the face. They
had to act quickly or go under. They
acted both quickly and successfully.
They cut up thelr vast estates into
lots of from ton to flfty acres, and
sold or leased them at nominal ren-
tals to thelr former slavos, maklns;
contracts wlth them to buy the cane
produced. This was tho genesis of
the so-called "colonial system," which
has been successfully continued in
operation In Cuba ever since. It ls the
basls of the contract recently made by
Colonel Spaldlng wlth the Molokans
here In Hawali.

"I believe that the suggestions made
above, or some of them, or others along
the same genorai llnes, wlll eventual¬
ly he adopted. The snmc inasterful
splrlt whlch has made Hawali what it
Is wlll meet and solve the problem.
Dangerous conditions have heen met
and conquered In the past. and the su¬

gar lndustry of tbo Islands establlslied
on a broader and firmer basls than
ever. It wlll eontlnue to expand and
be a source of profit for generatlons
yet to como. AYhilc lt wlll take ener-
sry, breadth of splrlt and progressive
intelligence to solve the labor pfoh-
lem. the wny will be found. Sugar wlll
long eontlnue to be Klng of T-Inwall."

(Copvrlght, 1008, by Frederic .1.
Haskln.)

To-morrow.Cosmopolltan Honolulu

CASTORIA
For Infants and Children.

Tha Kind You Have Always Bought
Bears the

Bignatura\<dl*tf%Z£u
LADIES' OXFORDS.
Loweat prices ln the clty. Quality and

¦lyle guaranteed. If you aro akeptlcal, comi
ln and be convlnced.

S. L. LEDMAN,
Shoeti nf Quality.

Xo. Tte EAST MAIN 8TREET.

LUMBER
_asli, HllmU, Dimrs, Mnuldlngt.

Larjfe Stock. Low I'rlces.
WOODWAHO * SON. Blchmond. V».

MANDY LEE
Incubators and Brooders
Are the only klnd that wlll glve re¬
sults in every condition of cllmate
and attltude. Endorsed by poultry
ralsors everywhere. Tho htindsoni-
ost, best bullt and most satisfac¬
tory ninchlnos on the market to-dny,

See the machines or wrlto for cat¬
alogue nnd clrculars,

The Implement Company,
1302 uast Maln Str-eot,

Rlclimond, Va,


